CHAPTER XIII

State Machines to the Rescue

Democratic members of the Thirty-fifth Congress returned home
-L with their spirits draped in mourning. Not only was the Post Office
appropriation bill dead, but the dark angel had visited the Department
itself twice in a week. In the last hours of the session John Marron,
Third Assistant Postmaster General, had died almost coincidently with
the appropriation bill Four days later, his chief gave up the struggle.
Word of the defeat of the bill had reached Brown's bedside, aggravating
his pneumonia. President Buchanan must seek a new Postmaster Gen-
eral
The Post Office Department was such a vital part of the Democratic
machine that demoralization, through death and the failure of appro-
priations so near a national campaign, was nothing short of a catas-
trophe. Unless remedies could be found speedily, party morale would
be severely tried. The postmasters were the key men in countless com-
munities, and if they were weakened, by lack of direction or embarrass-
ment for funds, their effectiveness would be curtailed just when their
efforts were most needed. A new Postmaster General must be found
immediately.
The Democratic party needed every available agency working at top
efficiency. The elections of 1858 had shown the party defeated in the
free states. If 1859 brought similar disasters through the South, the
party would have little prospect for 1860. The congressional and state
elections in that section were at hand in most of the important states,
and 1859 was to decide. The issue was doubtful with the new opposi-
tion rising out of the ashes of Whiggery and Know-Nothingism. In
the northern states the active canvass for delegates to the national con-
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